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Alr. Zoltan Balog

Mimster of Human Capacines
1054 Budapest. Akadenua uica 3.
Hungary

Dear Minister Balog.

I am wrniting in my capacity as the Chair of the World Council of Anthropological
Associations (WCAA), a nerwork of over fifty national, regronal and intemanonal
anthropological associations from all continents.

We are extremely concened to leam about the proposed lezislative changes to the
status of the Central European University that will endanger the CEU’s contmued

operanon in Budapest,

In rwenty-five vears. the Central European University has established itself as a
private mternational university with a global reputation for teaching and research n
the social scrences and humamties. It attracts students from 117 countnes and faculry
from 40 comnines. The CEU 1s cemfied by appropriate Hunganan and US authonites.
and it has complied in full with all Hunganan laws.

In intemational rankings. some of the CEU"s departments are among the top 50 in the
world. The CEU also makes Hungary a rezional leader in winmng highly competinive
Eusopean Research Council grants. Several of its faculty, in fields as diverse as
medieval studies. network and cogitive science. have won the most prestigions
awards in thewr disciplines.

The CEU is a valued member of the international acadenne community and its
presence in Hungary has added 1o the reputation of Hunganan academic hie on the
mtemational stage. The government’s proposed legislation 10 alter its statute of
operanon in Hungary will severely compromuse the academuc freedom of our CEU
colleagues.



We respectfullv urge the govemment to withdraw the proposed legislanon and enter
wmito consultatton with the CEU. beanng mn mund the poteniial damage to Hungary™s
utemnational acadenmue reputation and to the life of the nund in Hungary.

Yours sincerely.

Posbrndpms  WATets

Chandana Mathur

CC:  Viktor Orban, Prime Mmister of Hungary;
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