(English version follows below)

Vazeny pane piedsedo vlady CR Bohuslave Sobotko,
vazeny pane mistopiedsedo vlady pro védu, vyzkum a inovace Pavle Bé&lohradku,

vazena pani ministryné Skolstvi, mladeze a télovychovy Katefino Valachova,
vazeny pane ministfe zahraniénich véci Lubomire Zaoralku,

ABSOLVENTI STREDOEVROPSKE UNIVERZITY (CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY, CEU)
Z CESKE REPUBLIKY VYJADRUJi SOLIDARITU SE SVOJi ALMA MATER

My, nize podepsani, vyjadfujeme solidaritu a bezpodmine¢nou podporu studentim, pedagogim a
v§em zaméstnancim Stfedoevropské univerzity, ktefi protestuji proti legislativnim zménam, které
pfijalo Narodni shromazdéni Madarska (dodatky k Zakonu CCIV z roku 2011 o vysokém Skolstvi) a
jez prezident a rektor Stfedoevropské univerzity Michael Ignatieff okamzité odmitl jako diskriminacni
a neprijatelné. Zfejmym cilem téchto zmén, které jsou vyusténim probihajici kampane vlady
ministerského predsedy Viktora Orbana proti liberalnim hodnotam v Madarsku, je zastavit ¢innost
Stfedoevropské univerzity v Budapesti.

My, absolventi Stfedoevropské univerzity z Ceské republiky, apelujeme na éeskou vladu, aby
okamzité jednala a postavila se za svobodu akademického zZivota a branila lidska prava a svobody
v Madarsku; aby vedla dialog s madarskymi organy o alternativnich feSenich a vefejné vyjadfila
vyhrady k témto diskriminaénim legislativnhim zmé&nam.

Stfedoevropska univerzita jiz 25 let poskytuje vysoce kvalitni vzdélani, nabizi prostor pro kritické
mysleni a vyznamnym zplUsobem se podili na rozvoji demokratickych hodnot a lidskych prav nejen
v Madarsku, ale i v Ceské republice, napFi¢ visegradskym regionem i v $ir§im mezinarodnim
kontextu. Ddrazné podporujeme pravo Stfedoevropské univerzity uchovat si své akademické
svobody a vitame snahu této instituce pokracovat ve svém pusobeni v Budapesti. PoZzadujeme
okamzitou revizi legislativnich zmén, které nejen ohrozuji fungovani Stfedoevropské univerzity v
Budapesti, ale svoji dikci i zplsobem pfijeti odporuji demokratickym principlim a snizuji nadéje na
nezavislou akademickou ¢innost v Madarsku.

Vyzyvame Ceskou vladu, aby konstruktivhim zpUsobem vstoupila do jednani se svymi madarskymi
protéjSky s cilem odvratit jakékoliv kroky, jez by mohly negativné ovlivnit dalSi fungovani
Stfedoevropské univerzity v Budapesti. Véfime, ze je v nejlepSim zajmu Madarska zahdjit se
Stfedoevropskou univerzitou dialog s cilem zajistit, aby tato mezinarodné uznavana akademicka
instituce mohla pokra€ovat ve své praci a i nadale se téSila z akademické svobody a nezavislosti, a
to pIné v souladu s madarskymi zakony.

Pokud by k témto krokiim nedoslo, méla by ¢eska vlada vyvinout maximalni tlak na madarskou viadu
prostfednictvim EU, V4 a jinych vhodnych struktur tak, aby tyto legislativni zmény odvolala a zdrzela
se jakychkoliv krokGi zaméfenych proti akademickym svobodam a liberalnim demokratickym
hodnotam obecné. Konkrétné by &eska vlada méla zvazit, zda neomezit své kontakty s madarskymi
organy, zvlasté v oblasti vzdélavani a sportu, a zrevidovat financovani téchto oblasti prostfednictvim
nastroji V4 a EU. Ceska vlada by také méla vyuzit veskerych dostupnych mechanizmui v ramci EU,
aby byl status Stfedoevropské univerzity ochranén.

(iména signatarti - absolventi a prétel Stfedoevropské univerzity v Ceské republice - jsou uvedena
pod anglickym prekladem této vyzvy nize)

Dear Prime Minister of the Government of the Czech Republic CR Bohuslav Sobotka,

Dear Deputy Prime Minister in Charge of Science, Research and Innovation Pavel Bélohradek,
Dear Minister of Education, Youth and Sports Katefina Valachova,

Dear Minister of Foreign Affairs Lubomir Zaoralek,



CENTRAL EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY (CEU) ALUMNI IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC EXPRESS
THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH CEU

In response to legislation adopted in Hungary's National Assembly aimed obviously at halting the
operations of CEU in Hungary (amendments to Act CCIV of 2011 on National Higher Education),
spurred by the ongoing campaign of Prime Minister Viktor Orban's government against liberal values
in Hungary, and immediately opposed as discriminatory and unacceptable by CEU President and
Rector, Michael Ignatieff, we the undersigned express our solidarity with and unconditional support
for the protesting students, faculty and staff of CEU.

We — the CEU Alumni in the Czech Republic — urge the Czech government to act immediately and
stand up for free academic life and in defence of human rights and freedoms in Hungary; to foster a
dialogue with Hungarian authorities for alternative solutions; and to publicly express objections to
this discriminatory legislation.

For more than 25 years, CEU has been a source of high quality education and critical thinking and
has provided a rich contribution to the development of democratic values and human rights, not only
in Hungary, but also in the Czech Republic, throughout the Visegrad region and internationally. We
strongly support CEU’s right to maintain its academic liberties and welcome this institution’s desire
to continue operating in Budapest. We demand an immediate revision of the legislation, which not
only threatens the functioning of CEU in Budapest, but also in its letter and in its process of adoption
contradicts democratic principles and dims the prospects for independent academic activities in
Hungary.

We encourage the Czech government to constructively engage with their Hungarian counterparts to
avert any initiatives that might negatively affect the further functioning of Central European University
in Budapest. We believe it is in Hungary’s best interest to open a dialogue with CEU with a view to
ensure that this internationally acclaimed academic institution may continue its work and further enjoy
academic freedom and autonomy in Hungary, in full compliance with Hungarian law.

In the absence of such steps, the Czech government should put maximum pressure on the
Hungarian government through EU, V4 and other appropriate channels to reverse this legislation
and refrain from any steps aimed against academic liberties and liberal democratic values in general.
Specifically, it should consider limiting its contacts with Hungarian authorities, especially in the fields
of education and sports, and review EU and V4 funding available to Hungarian authorities in these
areas. It should also work to protect CEU’s status through available EU channels.

CEU Alumni and Friends in the Czech Republic

Jan Adamec
Kristina Andélova
Laura Andronache
Pavel Bar3a
Andrea BarSova
Vanessa Buffry
Jaroslav Burger
Katefina Blirgerova
Lucie Cviklova
Marek Canék
Stépan Denk

Yevgeniy Dorozhan



Jan Drahokoupil
Lenka Drazanova
Jana Drlikova

Véra ElidSova
Jana Glogarova
Jan Grill

Vit Hajek

Filip Herza

Tibor HIédik
Roman Horvéth
Petra Chaloupkova
Hedvika JaneCkova
Jakub Jirsa
Antonin Kalous
Peter Katudcak
Tamara Katus¢ak
Michal Kejak
Lubica Kobova
Markéta Kolanova
Karla Koutkova
Petr Kutilek

Jakub Leps

Olga Léblova

Ed M. Asu

Lucie Mackova
Ales Marsal
Dagmar Mroziewicz
Petr Neugebauer
Zofia Pazitna
Barbora Petrova
Radka Pudilova
Olga Serebryanaya
Petra Sokolova
Tamara Stupalova
Alice Szczepanikova
Martin Sik

Franti$ek Sistek



Katerina Thompson
Marcel Tomasek
Simon Trlifaj

Michal Trnik

Marija Tvarohova
Michaela Valentova
Zuzana Vojtekova
Ladislava Volkova
Vojtéch Zachnik



