
April 28th, 2017 

 

To: 

His Excellency, Dr. Janos Ader, President of the Republic of Hungary  

Viktor Orbán, Prime Minister of Hungary 

Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky, Ambassador of Hungary to the United Kingdom 

Zoltán Balog, Minister of Human Capacities, Ministry of Human Capacities, Hungary 

László Palkovics, Minister of State for Education, Ministry of Human Capacities, Hungary 

 

Dear HE President Ader, Prime Minister Orban, Minister Szalay-Bobrovniczky, Minister Balog, 

and Ambassador Szalay-Bobrovniczky, 

 

We are writing to express support for Central European University and our concern regarding the 

legislation passed by the Hungarian Parliament on April 4, 2017.  We are concerned that these 

laws will make it virtually impossible for CEU to continue operating in Budapest. 

  

Academics at the University of Manchester have collaborated with CEU since its inception. 

Although most of CEU’s degree programmes have a double accreditation from US and 

Hungarian institutions, its Environmental Sciences and Policy programme has been accredited 

by the University of Manchester since 1994. Since then, a number of University of Manchester 

professors have taught regularly at CEU and hundreds of students have graduated with diplomas 

from Central European University accredited by the University of Manchester.  

 

Today the links between the University of Manchester and the Central European University 

include  

 

● A joint Erasmus Mundus Master’s Programme in Environmental Science, Policy and 

Management (MESPOM) http://mespom.eu/ launched in 2005. The University of 

Manchester and Central European University are partners of the consortium along with 

the University of Lund, Sweden. 

● Collaboratory for Urban resilience and Energy (CURE) at the Manchester Urban Institute 

(MUI) collaborates closely with the CEU in carrying out two H2020 projects - COMBI 

(http://combi-project.eu/ ) and EVALUATE (https://urban-energy.org/evaluate/ ) 

 

 

We feel these collaborations and exchanges are important, and that the legislation will make it 

effectively impossible for CEU to continue this work in Budapest.  We respectfully ask that you 

preserve CEU’s ability to remain as an academic degree-awarding institution in Hungary and 

therefore amend the  recent  legislation. 

  

 

 

 

 

http://mespom.eu/
http://combi-project.eu/
https://urban-energy.org/evaluate/


Yours sincerely, 

 

  

1. Caroline Dang, PhD candidate, School of Earth and Environmental Science 

2. Nora Mzavanadze, Research Associate, Manchester Urban Institute, School of  

Environment, Education and Development (SEED) 

3. Anna Balázs, PhD candidate, Social Anthropology Department 

4. Alex Carr, PhD candidate, Department of Philosophy 

5. Elena Borisova, PhD candidate, Department of Anthropology  

6.         Aaron Hernandez-Cid, PhD candidate, School of Chemistry 

7. Andreas Tofaris, PhD candidate, School of Earth and Environmental Science 

8.   Dorottya Hoór, PhD candidate, Department of Sociology 

9. Keith White, Senior Lecturer, School of Earth and Environmental Science 

10. Sergio Tirado Herrero, School of Environment, Education and Development (SEED) 

11. Jennet Gummadova, Senior Experimental Officer, Faculty of Biology, Medicine and  

Health  

12. Dr Neil Simcock, Senior Research Associate, School of Environment, Education and  

Development (SEED) 

13. Simon O’Meara, Research Associate, School of Earth and Environmental Science 

14.   Sara Pozzi, PhD candidate, Social Anthropology Department 

15. Colin Talbot, Professor of Government, School of Social Sciences 

16. Liam Shields, Lecturer in Political Theory, Politics Department 

17. Elvira Uyarra, Senior Lecturer, Alliance Manchester Business School 

18. Thomas Loughran, Lecturer in Electoral Politics, Politics Department 

19. Jane Green, Professor of Political Science, School of Social Sciences 

20. Alex Pepper, PhD Candidate, Politics Department 

21. Stuart Shields, Senior Lecturer in International Political Economy, School of Social  

Sciences 

22. Christian Schemmel, Lecturer in Political Theory, Politics Department  

23. Paloma Yáñez Serrano, PhD Candidate, Social Anthropology Department 

24.       Sara Van Goozen, PhD Candidate, Politics Department 

25. Fadıl Ersözer, PhD Candidate, Politics Department 

26.       Robert Watt, Lecturer, Politics Department 

27. Marta Cantijoch, Lecturer, Politics Department 

28.  Leonie Smith, PhD Candidate, Philosophy Department 

29. Jolanta Shields, PhD Candidate, Politics Department 

30. Silke Trommer, Lecturer in Politics, Politics Department 

31. Kieron Flanagan, Senior Lecturer in Science and Technology Policy, Alliance Manchester  

Business School 

32.  Jamie Lawson, MA Student, Politics Department 

33. Elaine Dewhurst, Senior Lecturer in Law, School of Law 

34. Robert Ford, Professor of Political Science, School of Social Sciences 

35. Maria Sobolewska, Senior Lecturer in Politics (Quantitative Methods), School of Social  

Sciences 



36. Stephanie Snow, Wellcome Trust University Award Holder, Centre for the History of  

Science, Technology & Medicine, Faculty of Biology, Medicine and Health 

37. Gemma Sou, Lecturer in the Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute 

38.  Saska Petrova, Lecturer in Human Geography, School of Environment, Education and  

Development  

39. Richard Child, Lecturer in Political Theory, Politics, School of Social Sciences 

40. Lana Askari, PhD Candidate, Social Anthropology Department  

41. Rachel Gibson, Professor of Political Science, School of Social Sciences 

42. Elvira Wepfer, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Social Anthropology 

43. Colette Fagan, Professor of Sociology, School of Social Sciences 

44. Judith Aldridge, Professor of Criminology, School of Law 

45.  Chris Thornhill, Professor of Law, School of Law 

46.  Réka Solymosi, Lecturer in Quantitative Criminology, School of Law 

47.  Antal Berkes, Postdoctoral research fellow, School of Law 

48. Shadd Maruna, Professor of Criminology, School of Law 

49. Alex Burnett-Scott, Employability Intern, School of Law 

50. David Gadd, Professor Criminology. 

51.       Aleksandra Jordanoska, Lecturer, School of Law 

52. Veronique Pin-Fat, Senior Lecturer in International  Politics, School of Social Sciences 

53. Sarah Carter, PhD Candidate, School of Law 

54.       Shane O’ Mahony, PhD Candidate, School of Law 

55. Emily Buehler, PhD Candidate, School of Law  

56.       Leon Kanaris. PhD Candidate School of Law Manchester. 

57. Jon Davies, PhD Candidate, School of Law 

58. Lisa Williams, Senior Lecturer in Criminology and Q-Step, School of Law 

59.  Carina Calabria, PhD Candidate, School of Law 

60. Rachel Oelbaum, Division of Development and Alumni Relations 

61. Juanjo Medina, Senior Lecturer, Centre for Criminology and Criminal Justice 

62.       Alan Cunningham, Lecturer, School of Law 

63. Elizabeth Cook, PhD Candidate, School of Law 

64. Ann Richter, Teaching Assistant and PhD Candidate, School of Law 

65. Rose Broad, Lecturer in Criminology, School of Law 

66. Katie Benson, Research Associate, School of Law 

67.  Petra Larsen, PhD candidate, School of Law  

68. Graham Smith, Director of Social Responsibility, School of Law 

69.       Po-Yuan Wu, PhD candidate, School of Law 

70. Sophie Haslett, PhD candidate, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 

71.       Douglas Lowe, Research Associate, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 

72. Hannah Quirk, Senior Lecturer in Criminal Law and Justice, School of Law 

73. William Floodgate, PhD candidate, School of Law 

 


