
Information on self-insurance for students (please find the original German version here.) 

The following persons can insure themselves in the public health insurance pursuant to § 16 para. 2 

ASVG, if they are not covered by another compulsorily health insurance scheme and their place of 

residence (ordinary residence) is in Austria. 

- Students at a teaching institution within the meaning of § 3 para. 1 no. 1 to 7 of the 

Studienförderungsgesetz 1992 who, within the framework of the are registered in the normal course of 

study prescribed for the type of study in question 

- persons who, in view of the lack of equivalence of their secondary school leaving certificate, attend 

courses, university courses or university courses which serve to prepare them for university studies 

- Persons who have been admitted to a university entrance qualification examination within the meaning 

of the Studienberechtigungsgesetz or who are applying for examinations for the purpose of admission to 

a university of applied sciences degree program and who, for the purpose of preparing for these 

examinations, attend courses or training programs at universities, colleges, adult education institutions, 

private master craftsmen's schools with public rights, institutions that conduct university of applied 

sciences degree programs, or state-organized attend courses 

- students (course participants) of the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna 

- recipients of a graduation scholarship for the duration of the scholarship 

The study (teaching) course also includes an appropriate period for preparation for taking the relevant 

final examinations and for obtaining an academic degree. If you live in an EU/EEA member state and do 

not reside in Austria, voluntary self-insurance is not possible. If you reside in an EU/EEA member state 

and in Austria, and if the center of your life is currently in Austria, it is possible to take out preferential 

self-insurance in Austria. Evidence (rent, electricity bills, etc.) must be provided. 

Self-insurance for students is not possible: 

- if their income exceeds € 15,000.00 per calendar year, 

- if the course of study was changed before the current course of study within the meaning of § 17 of the 

Studienförderungsgesetz 1992, 

- if the average duration of studies has been exceeded by more than four semesters without important 

reasons (e.g. military service, civilian service, birth of a child), or was exceeded by more than four 

semesters 

- if a university course was already completed before the current course of study. However, this does not 

apply to students (course participants) of the Diplomatic Academy and to self-insured persons who do 

not receive any earned income during their studies. Income from gainful employment up to the monthly 

marginal earnings limit according to the ASVG is not taken into account. Doctoral studies following a 

master's or diploma study program or master's or bachelor's study program etc. are not considered 

second degree studies if the field of study remains the same. 

In the case of self-insurance, an application for co-insurance can only be submitted for the spouse, 

registered partner and children. 

https://www.gesundheitskasse.at/cdscontent/load?contentid=10008.728203&version=1610965918


Self-insurance begins 

- for persons who were compulsorily insured or entitled to claim under health insurance, following this 

insurance (entitlement), if the application for self-insurance is submitted within six weeks of the end of 

the previous insurance (entitlement), 

- for all other persons (or if the application is not submitted within the six-week period), as of the day 

after the date of application. 

Persons who were last insured under the 

- Gewerblichen Sozialversicherungsgesetz (§§ 2, 14a, 14b GSVG) or 

- Bauern Sozialversicherungsgesetz (§ 2 BSVG) or 

- with a pension scheme of a statutory professional representative created as an alternative to 

compulsory insurance may only apply for self-insurance with the Austrian Health Insurance Fund 60 

calendar months after leaving this insurance. 

Self-insurance ends: 

except with the cessation of the prerequisites 

- with the end of the calendar month in which the insured person declared his/her withdrawal, 

- with the end of the second calendar month for which there is an arrears of contributions, if the 

contributions for two calendar months have not been paid, 

- at the end of the third calendar month after the end of the study (school) year in which the student was 

last registered or after the expiry of the last examination date. 

In the first two cases, self-insurance ends at the earliest upon the expiry of six consecutive calendar 

months after the start of insurance, and a new application for self-insurance may be submitted only after 

the expiry of another further six months have elapsed. This does not apply if the withdrawal is due to the 

commencement of compulsory insurance in the statutory health insurance or a dependents' status under 

the ASVG or another federal law. 

Scope of benefits: 

The self-insured person is entitled to benefits in kind (e.g. medical assistance, remedies, curative aids, 

institutional care). Cash benefits (sickness benefit, weekly allowance) are not provided by law. 

Duty to report: 

Deliberately false information may result in retroactive exclusion from insurance. 

Changes that are significant for the insurance must be reported within one week. 


